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The determined Henchmen
fell to the outstanding all-
around play of Support Bn.,
15-2, during Silver Division
Intramural Softball action at
the Parris Island Sports
Complex May 26.

The Henchmen charged into
the game with high spirits,
hoping to add another win to
their short list of victories, but
were unable to overcome the
obstacle known as Support Bn.

The teams clashed in the
first, with neither of them able
to break the other’s defensive
hold and continued into the
second, still at 0-0.

In the second, Support Bn.
tallied the first couple of runs
of the game, and their pitching
stunned the Henchmen, allow-
ing them to hang onto a 5-0
lead.

Henchmen first baseman
Chris Barrientos fielded a hard
ground ball down the first
baseline and caught an infield
pop-up in the third to inch his 

team one out closer to retiring
the side, but Support Bn. was
not through yet. They scored
three more runs before head-
ing back out on defense. The
Henchmen tried to strike back
late in the third with a hit to
deep left field, and as Support
Bn. scrambled to get the ball
back into the infield, Matthew
Stewart, Henchmen second
basemen, was determined to
make it home. 

The ball and Stewart met
simultaneously at home, but
the runner was called out on a
controversial call by the
umpire. The Henchmen started
to argue the call, but their
coach, Anthony Tripp, quickly
calmed them down. They kept
the rest of their objections to
themselves and went on with
the game.

The Henchmen changed
pitchers in the fourth and put
William Funderburk on the
mound. His perfectly-placed
pitches were no match for the
hungry Support Bn. batters. 

The Henchmen limited the
damage to six runs against
them. Tripp looked to even the
score in the bottom of the
fourth, launching a ball to the
center field fence and sending
in the first two runs of the
game. But, just as the they
were getting their fire started,
it was extinguished by Support
Bn. 

The Henchmen were unable 

to pull themselves up from a
13-run deficit and fell to
Support Bn. after five innings
of play.

“Everybody hit the ball pret-
ty well,” said David Seymore,
Support Bn. coach/player. “I
was pleased with our defense
as well. We didn’t let any of
the mistakes we made get us
down, and I think we got
under their skin … frustrated
them.”

Alex Julia, Henchmen catch-
er, thought differently of how
his team performed. He felt
they played pretty well during
the first few innings, but made
a couple simple mistakes that
they could not come back
from.

“We put up a pretty good
fight, but just couldn’t come
through,” he said. “Our power
hitters were out there doing
their thing, but after a couple
innings, Support’s outfielders
started to figure out where all
our hits were going to go and
played accordingly.”

Julia also added that
although his team may not
have the best record in the
league, they are still capable
of coming up with wins.

“I know we aren’t the best
team on the island, but we’ll
give everyone a run for their
money when our heads are in
the game,” he said. “We could
have beaten them … we’ll get
them next time.”

Henchmen fizzle out against
Support Bn., lose 15-2
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(Above) Anthony Tripp,
Henchmen coach/player,
disagrees with the “safe”
call the umpire made for a
Support Bn. runner on
third during a game at the
Parris Island Sports
Complex May 26. The call
was one of many contro-
versial decisions the
umpires made during the
game. (Right) Adam Burke,
BMC catcher, sprints
toward third base during a
game against Support Bn.
May 26. BMC came from
behind to take the win from
Support Bn.
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After a season of close calls and
hard fought games, the Reds rose to
the top to become the undefeated
champions of the 11- and 12-year-old
girls Dixie Ponytail Youth Softball
League which played at Parris Island
and Laurel Bay.

During their five-game season, the
Reds faced off against the Cubs and
Rockies and came out victorious each
time. They wrapped up their season
with a come-from-behind 13-12 vic-
tory against the Cubs clinching the
league championship May 24.

“When we first got together at the
beginning of the season, I wasn’t
even concerned with winning,” said
Christopher Casados, Reds’ head
coach. “I told them that we were
there to just have fun and learn the
fundamentals of softball.”

The Reds, which consisted of girls
ranging in age from 9-12, included
11 players who shared a wide range
of sports experience and playing
ability. 

According to Casados, the players
seemed to work off one another, and,
regardless of their skill levels, the
team came together as a solid unit in
the end.

“When we first started out, I wasn’t
expecting to have the group that we
ended up with,” he said. “The girls
were really enthusiastic about prac-
tice, which surprised me … they took
in everything we worked on and
applied it in their games. The Reds
were a really close team and showed
a lot of spirit.”

Aside from the team’s great attitude
and willingness to learn, parental
support also played an important role
in keeping this winning team on top.

“We couldn’t have been this suc-
cessful without the player’s parents,” 

Casados said. “They made sure the 
girls were on time and ready to play,
and when it came down to game
time, they were all there cheering on
their daughters from the stands. They
were really a great group.” 

The parents enjoyed having their
children participate in the league,
and agreed that it was a great way for

them to get out and learn from differ-
ent experiences.

“I thought they had a really great
season,” said Donna Byrd, mother of
Reds’ pitcher Jessica Crews. “They
worked really hard to get where they
ended up, and I enjoyed watching
every step of the way. One moment
that sticks out most in my mind was
in their final game against the Cubs.
They came from behind and won by
a run. They were all really exited and
it was great to see that.”

According to Reds’ first baseman
Jenna Casados, the season was a lot
of fun, but she did not initially think
her team would do as well as they
did.

“I didn’t think we would do that
well, because of the different levels
of experience we all had,” said
Jenna, daughter of Christopher
Casados. 

“We had a good coach and worked
hard at practice and ended up doing

really good. We are all really good 
friends on the team, and it’s the sec-
ond year playing for a lot of us, so I
think that helped too,” she added.

Jenna’s teammate, Jessica Crews,
was the Reds pitcher and agreed with
her initial assessment.

“They were a good team, but the
first time I saw them, I thought we
would need a lot of practice,” she
said.

The league is held every year and,
due to servicemembers and their
families having to move every few
years, it can sometimes be hard for
parents to keep their children in a
league like this one.

“Our league is in the spring, and
that’s when a lot of people change
duty stations,” said Casados. “Some
families might not have time for it,
but for those who stick around, it’s a
great opportunity for their children,
and is a whole lot of fun to watch.”

“When we first started
out, I wasn’t expecting
to have the group that
we ended up with …

they took in everything
we worked on and
applied it in their

games.”
– Christopher Casados,

Reds’ head coach

Support Bn. hitters
attack Funderburk,
Henchmen can
not produce after
13-run deficit


